GEES Subject Centre Update for CHUGD: 10th November 2008
General GEES Subject Centre Activities 2008-09

EVENTS

Departmental Workshops: the Subject Centre advertised its annual round of free departmental workshops via its website and jiscmail list (over 15 different topics available to be tailored to the host department’s needs) – the deadline has now passed. The next round will be advertised in the Spring 2009.

Residential workshop for newly-appointed and aspiring lecturers 2009 

18/19 May 2009 - University of Birmingham Conference Park

http://www.gees.ac.uk/events/2009/newlect09/newlect09.htm
This workshop is designed for recently-appointed teaching staff and postgraduates/GTAs who are aspiring to be lecturers in Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences (GEES). The aim is to help participants learn about, evaluate and discuss a range of approaches, methods and resources for learning, teaching and assessment in these disciplines. By being discipline-specific the event will complement any generic-based institutional courses that delegates are attending or have taken. It will also provide an informal opportunity for delegates to meet and share experiences with other new GEES staff from other institutions.
GEES Subject Centre Departmental Change Event
Provisionally 20 - 22 May 2009 - University of Birmingham Conference Park

http://www.gees.ac.uk/events/2009/deptchg09/deptchg09.htm
The Geography, Earth and Environmental Science (GEES) Subject Centre intends to hold a Departmental Change event, involving a 48-hour retreat over three days, to be held at the University of Birmingham Conference Centre in May 2009 (provisionally booked for 20-22 May).  

The event will enable departmental or school teams to learn from one another by working alongside other teams on a project/initiative about the development of learning and teaching.  These projects can be based on issues or opportunities confronting you in your own institution, such as designing the curriculum for a new degree programme, embedding enquiry-based learning throughout the degree, revising the department’s fieldwork programme, enhancing the transition from school to university, and so on.
One Day Event on Assessment – Details to be confirmed

PUBLICATIONS
Teaching Geoscience Through Fieldwork http://www.gees.ac.uk/pubs/guides/eesguides.htm#fwgeosciguide
Report on Employer Engagement in Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences: outline available in next issue of Planet. Full report available 2009.

Earth Science report available at http://www.gees.ac.uk/home/discearth.htm
Special Issue of Planet on Employability, Employer Engagement and Enterprise: due out January 09

Designing Effective Fieldwork for the Environmental and Natural Sciences: due out December 08

Earth Science Activities 2008-09
Thin Section Preparation Training Course

University of Glamorgan, September 2008

This course for technical training was facilitated by Norman Morris at the University of Glamorgan and sponsored through the Earth Science Senior Advisors. It attracted one participant.
Geological Field Skills Staff Training Course

BGS, Nottingham. 23rd - 27th March 2009 
http://www.gees.ac.uk/events/2009/geolskills/geolskills.htm
The GEES Subject Centre in collaboration with the British Geological Survey are running a residential field course to provide academic and support staff, who have little previous experience of geological fieldwork, with the skills to enable them to support basic field teaching, including geological mapping. The field course will take place on 23 - 27 March 2009 based at the BGS in Nottingham and the field area will include Derbyshire and Yorkshire. The cost of the course is covered by the GEES Subject Centre. Participants will be required to fund their own travel to Nottingham and subsistence (estimated at £350).

NB To date (29th October) 6 of the 8 available places have been taken up. Should the event be over-subscribed a reserve list will be set up.

New Web Pages on the GEES Subject Centre and Geological Society Website
The web page for the Earth Science activity of the GEES Subject Centre is now live at http://www.gees.ac.uk/home/discearth.htm
Helen King has also submitted new text for the higher education staff development page of the Geological Society website. A request has been put to the Geol Soc for Helen to have editing rights to this page.

Earth Science Newsletter
A brief email newsletter has been circulated to all the Subject Centre’s contacts in Earth Science departments plus any Earth Scientist who has been involved in the work of the Centre over the last 8 years. Further details of the news items are available on the online version at http://www.gees.ac.uk/home/discearth.htm
Earth Science Recruitment / Outreach Survey 2008

Student recruitment is a key issue for many Earth Science departments in UK higher education. A variety of strategies are employed to attract students both to the discipline and to individual institutions. The GEES Subject Centre is keen to support this work and, in the first instance, is undertaking this survey to identify and promote effective models of practice.
The survey is available to complete online at https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/survey/earthoutreach08 until midnight on Friday 5th December 08.

Evaluation of the Ambassador Outreach Scheme
An evaluation into the impact of the various Ambassador outreach schemes in the Earth Sciences will be undertaken early in 2009.

Research into Students’ ‘Sticking Points’ in Learning Geoscience
This project aims to pump-prime research which will then form a strong foundation on which to build (and seek funding for) a larger-scale, internationally collaborative project. The outcomes will be threefold:

· A literature review of troublesome concepts in the geosciences;

· Research papers (for Planet and the Journal of Geoscience Education) describing the methodology, findings and conclusions / recommendations arising from the research;

· The development of an international research group on Threshold Concepts in the geosciences (interest has already been expressed by colleagues in the UK, USA, Canada, Ireland and South Africa).
